[Cells presenting GABA immunoreactivity in the hypothalamus of the cat].
The distribution of GABA-immunoreactive (IR) cells was studied by immunohistochemistry in conjunction with highly specific antiserum GABA in the cat hypothalamus. Colchicine pretreatment made it possible to visualize a large number of labeled cells in the medial preoptic and dorsal hypothalamic areas. In contrast, the ventromedial and anterior hypothalamic nuclei contained only a few labeled cells, and the paraventricular and supraoptic nuclei were devoid of them. A very dense network of GABA-IR presumptive terminals was seen in the ventrolateral posterior hypothalamus where labeled cells could be recognized. The possibility of an involvement of the GABAergic neuronal system in the regulation of sleep-waking cycle is discussed.